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1. AGM Agenda 

2. The Annual Report 

The report addresses the Ramblers basic objectives and seeks to show what has been achieved during 

the year and tasks for the future.  It is addressed to the Board of Trustees, Central Office and Members of 

Hampshire Area.  It has been prepared from inputs provided by Area Officers and Groups.  The report 

contains the following sections. 

 Chairman’s introduction 

 Statement of Hampshire Area and Membership 

 Area Administration and Organisation 

 Treasurer’s report 

 Audited Income and Expenditure 

 Membership  

 Footpaths Access and Walking Environment 

 National Parks in our Area 

 Publicity 

 General Council 2016 report 

 Group Reports 

 Proposed amendment to the Hampshire Ramblers Area constitution (page 18) 

 Tables of the names, telephone numbers and email addresses of current Area and Group officers (not 

included in Hampshire Ramblers web version of report) 

 

Notes:   

This report is not intended for distribution outside the Ramblers’ Association, although extracts may be 

used for publicity. 

Copies are distributed to Ramblers Central Office, Hampshire Area Officers and Groups.  Copies will be 

available for individuals at the AGM, or may be obtained post-free from the Area Secretary – email: 

dnixon27@waitrose.com, tel:  023 9273 2649.  A copy will be posted on the Hampshire Area website. 
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RAMBLERS  (HAMPSHIRE AREA)  AREA AGM  

Saturday 11 February 2017        2:00pm  

Pilands Wood Community Centre, Chamberlayne Rd, Southampton, SO31 8DT  

Guest speaker:  Jonathan Woods  HCC Countryside Service Access Team Leader. 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome by Chairman 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Approval of Minutes of AGM held on 6 February 2016 

4. Matters arising 

5. Appointment of 2 Tellers   (Eastleigh group) 

6. Acceptance of Annual Report 

7. Acceptance of Annual Accounts  (see page 4) 

8. Election of Officers and Members of Area Council 

Chairman   (David Nichols – willing to continue if elected) 

Vice-Chairman   (Alan Marlow – willing to continue if elected) 

Secretary   (David Nixon - willing to continue if elected) 

Treasurer   (Mike Powell – willing to continue if elected)) 

Membership Secretary  (David Nichols - willing to continue if elected) 

Walking Environment  (Phil Wood - willing to continue if elected) 

Access Officer   (Alan Marlow – willing to continue if elected) 

Footpath Secretariat  (Peter Sollars - willing to continue if elected) 

     (Alan Marlow – willing to continue if elected) 

     (Stuart Shurlock - willing to continue if elected) 

     (Phil Wood - willing to continue if elected) 

Publicity Officer   (Owen Plunkett - willing to continue if elected) 

Editor, Hampshire Rambler (Alan Mather – willing to continue if elected) 

Individual  members  (Ruth Croker – willing to continue if elected) 

Affiliated groups   (Ruth Croker – willing to continue if elected) 

9. Appointment of:Webmaster  (Mark Austin) 

10. Appointment of Independent Examiner  (Clive Thompsett) 

11. Motion on a change to Hampshire Area constitution (page 18) 

12. Motions for General Council 

13. Election of  3 Delegates to Ramblers GC 2017  (1-2 April University of Southampton) 

14. Any other business  

15. 2018 Area AGM   Saturday 10 February -  to be hosted by North Hampshire Downs group at 
Kempshott Village Hall, Pack Lane, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 5HN. 
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HAMPSHIRE RAMBLERS  -  AREA ANNUAL REPORT 
 

1 October 2015 to 30 September 2016 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 
The objectives of this report are 
 

 to provide groups with encouragement to review each year their contribution to the achievement of the 
Ramblers constitutional aims 

 to enable Area Council to exercise its role as manager of Ramblers activity in Hampshire 

 to report to the Ramblers Chief Executive, as required by the Ramblers Constitution. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION        David Nichols 

A very warm welcome to you all to the Hampshire Area AGM held this year in Hamble and hosted by the 
Eastleigh Group. 

Our Guest Speaker is Jonathan Woods the Hants County Countryside Service Access Team Leader and I am 
sure he will have much to tell us about future plans that Hampshire has for the countryside. 

The Ramblers Chief Executive has changed.  Vanessa Griffiths joined the organisation in November 2016. 

The Ramblers Chair Des Garrahan announced at General Council 2016 that Southampton would host the 
General Council 2017 which came as a surprise to us as delegates, especially as Hampshire previously 
hosted General Council in 2008 in Winchester.  We await further details but volunteers will be required to 
ensure this goes smoothly as I am sure that it will. 

There are a some matters of concern about oil drilling in the East of Hampshire and West Sussex and an 
ongoing campaign to object by local residents.  Progress is being made on the Coastal Path in Hampshire – 
Ramblers Area and Groups have been working on this with Natural England who are charged with this task.  
There are expected to be some contentious sections of the path. 

Finally might I thank all our volunteers who are involved in the Groups, whether it is leading walks, helping in 
the organisation, or just being involved.  Long may you continue to be there for us. 

Happy Walking and Best Wishes for yet another successful year of campaigning. 

 

THE EXTENT OF HAMPSHIRE AREA AND MEMBERSHIP 

Hampshire Area consists of the County of Hampshire and the Unitary Authorities of Portsmouth and 
Southampton.  Area comprises 15 groups and had a total membership of 4368 on 30 September 2016.  14 
organisations are affiliated to Hampshire Area. 
 
AREA ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANISATION 

Area Council has held four meetings during the year.  Area Council comprises the Area Officers and 
representatives from groups.  Each Area Council meeting receives a financial report from the Treasurer, also 
regular updates on Membership, Footpaths, Access, Walking Environment, Publicity and the Hampshire 
Rambler.  Area Council prepares an annual budget and discusses and agrees the allocation of money from 
Central Office to the Area groups.   
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TREASURER’S REPORT         Mike Powell 

Rachel Norris handed over as Area Treasurer to Mike Powell on 16 May 2016. 

When the 2015/2016 financial year ended, Hampshire Area had reserves of £4,230.29, significantly higher 
than the previous year of £2,523.74.  This was primarily due to the cancellation of an issue of Hampshire 
Rambler and lower expenses claims and is slightly higher than Central Office limits of 40% of expenditure. 

Area entitlement for the year was £9.697 and £5,897.96 was forwarded to Groups.  Total income was 
£9,938.66 and expenditure £8232.11, an excess of income over expenditure of £1,706.55.  Expenses across 
the board were lower and no grants were made to other bodies. 

The accounts (see below) have been examined by our Honorary Independent Examiner, Clive Thompsett.  He 
is prepared to continue in the role. 

 

Hampshire Ramblers accounts 
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MEMBERSHIP          David Nichols 

At the year-end, 30 September 2016, the membership total for Hampshire Area was 4368. This represents a 
loss of members on the year of 30, a further loss over the previous year of only 10. 

Costs are still playing a part in Ramblers but the monthly payment of subscriptions seems to have helped.  
The “No Group” section is increasing again and we must attempt to get the members into groups wherever 
possible if they are known to us.  An area of concern loss of Hants 40+ members which on examination can be 
down to a variety of causes not least being change of employment and on a few occasions move to other area 
groups. 

My usual thanks are very much due to the membership secretaries throughout the county who have made my 
job so much easier.  To those who have stepped down this year, my especial thanks for all they have done 
over the years and welcome to the new secretaries who have taken their place.  Thank you for volunteering.. 

GROUP MEMBERSHIP - 01 OCTOBER 2016 

 

GROUP TOTAL 

     

ALTON 216 

ANDOVER 175 

MEON 353 

NEW FOREST 488 

N.E. HANTS 240 

PORTSMOUTH 260 

ROMSEY 208 

SOUTHAMPTON 361 

S.E. HANTS 449 

WINCHESTER 511 

WALTHAM 190 

EASTLEIGH 204 

NORTH HAMPSHIRE 
DOWNS 

250 

HAMPSHIRE 20s 30s 128 

HAMPSHIRE 40+ 162 

Others 73 

  

AREA 4368 

  

 



7 

 

FOOTPATHS ACCESS and WALKING ENVIRONMENT  

         Peter Sollars,  Alan Marlow, Phil Wood 

Review of FPAWE Committee; Constitution, Strategy etc  

The FPAWE committee has been reviewing its role and effectiveness.  As part of this, a review by the 
Secretariat of the constitutional role of the committee has highlighted some holes in the Area constitution with 
respect to the FPAWE committee. Amendments have been proposed to correct these deficiencies.  The Board 
of Trustees have approved these changes, which will now have to be approved by our Area AGM in February 
2017. 

As part of this review the committee proposed the production of a set of ‘Best Practice Guidelines’ which will 
set out the ‘Hampshire specific’ details of the key activities of FPAWE work.  (These are not intended to 
replace the general guidance already available centrally but to complement it by setting out local procedures 
and guidelines). 

The initial list of topics proposed is: --Inspecting footpaths; Fingerpost and way-marker post erection; Path 
clearing; BVPI; Local Planning Applications; Public Path Orders; Stiles to Gates; Taking Legal Action; 
Insurance; Claiming Lost Ways (CROW Act 2026 cut-off). 

As they are completed these guidelines are being published on the Hampshire Area website. 

Rights of Way changes 

In the twelve months to 30 September 2016 a total of 21 consultations were received about proposed changes 
to the RoW network in Hampshire.  Proposals are passed to local group Footpath Secretaries for comment 
and/or action and response.  About 50% of the proposals this year were made under the Town & Country 
Planning Act, which is the process that developers have to use to make changes to the network.  Most of the 
remainder were received through HCC and were mainly for path diversions. 

BVPI 178 (or Ease of Use) surveys (on behalf of HCC Countryside Services) 

Further twice-yearly parish rights of way surveys have been completed by the majority of Hampshire Ramblers 
groups.  We have been undertaking these surveys on behalf of HCC regularly since 2008 and have now 
covered over half of the county, accumulating a significant database of information in this time.  

We expect to be extending this activity in the coming year to contribute to a full county-wide survey that HCC 
wish to undertake.   

In the two sets of surveys undertaken during the period of this report the path failure rate in November 2015 
(11 parishes) was 25%; in the May 2016 survey (13 parishes) the failure rate was also 25%. Overall, this 
average failure rate of 25% is viewed as quite a good result; the survey criteria are tough and it only takes one 
fault, such as a missing fingerpost at the road, to fail a complete path.  

However, problems with signage account for approximately 50% of the failures, and about half of these are 
failures of roadside fingerposts, a statistic that has been consistent since 2008.  This is disappointing, given 
the relative ease with which such problems can be fixed.  During more recent surveys many surveyors have 
been authorised to correct waymarking problems.  This approach is beginning to be reflected by an 
improvement in this area.  

Failed stiles (12%), and general obstructions (20%) make up the majority of the remaining problems. The 
average result over all the surveys in the last 8 years (185 parishes) is 30% failure, so the overall trend is for 
marginal improvement. 

Coastal Access 

Meetings with Natural England (NE) to explore detailed aspects of the proposals for the route of the new 
England Coast Path have been taking place throughout the year.  These meetings have included a number of 
walks with NE staff to look at specific situations on the ground and have been very valuable to both them and 
us.  Further sessions are planned.  It is my personal impression that NE are now beginning to encounter the 
challenging bits of their task and progress appears to be slowing down!  The first formal proposals to the 
Secretary of State for parts of the Hampshire coast are expected to be submitted in early 2017.  
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Bridges 

The county is (at last!!) having a blitz on fixing defective bridges, with 20 or more in the process of being 
repaired during this year, including a number that Ramblers have been pressing for.  There is expected to be a 
further programme next year.  Ramblers groups have contributed a number of proposals to this programme. 

Volunteer Working parties 

We have continued to increase our efforts with volunteer work parties contributing to the maintenance and 
repair of the RoW network.  Over the last year Ramblers groups in Hampshire have contributed approximately 
2500 hours of work - the equivalent of about 2 full-time workers.  This effort is split fairly evenly between 
vegetation removal, replacing stiles with gates, and path survey and reporting work (the latter often also 
includes some waymark repair and improvement work). 

HCC Personal Changes 

There have been significant personnel changes in the HCC Countryside Service during the last year.  The 
most valuable of these to Ramblers has been the appointment of three Community Engagement Rangers (one 
to each of the three geographic teams).  Their role is to better facilitate HCC working with user groups, parish 
councils, and other volunteer groups to maintain the RoW network.  This role has proved particularly effective 
during the year. 

Pathwatch 

Hampshire Area is not taking any active part in this project.  As noted above, our direct involvement with HCC 
in surveying and recording data about the whole RoW network across the county provides a much more 
comprehensive and accurate picture than that produced by Pathwatch.                  Alan Marlow 

 

New Forest National Park       Ruth Croker (Chairman, New Forest LAF) 

It has been a busy year for the New Forest Local Access Forum. 

1. Support for the Forum is now good.   It comes from Mark Holroyd ,Transport Tourism Officer of the National 
Park and from Petronella Nattrass of HCC. 

2. England Coast Path.   A Sub Group has been set up to work with and advise Natural England on the path in 
the New Forest. More about this from our AGM speaker. 

3. Recreation Management Strategy.   The development of this strategy is progressing slowly. It is likely that 
the LAF will become more involved through the Advisory Group during the coming year.  

4 . The Forest.   The Deputy Surveyor of the New Forest attended one of our meetings. His presentation 
helped the LAF to understand the challenge for the Forestry Commission of managing the Forest with 
decreasing resources whilst continuing with the same level of work. 

5, Involvement in Consultations. These have been numerous. They include : 

Hampshire's Walking Strategy. 

Local plans and policies for both the National Park and the NFDC area. 

Forestry Commission wetland restoration projects.  

 

South Downs National Park         Owen Plunkett 

We celebrated the 6th Anniversary of the South Downs National Park at a very special event at Midhurst on 

April 9th.  We were lucky to have the use of a vintage South Downs bus, which first collected  rail travellers 

from Petersfield and took them to the SDNP Centre at Midhurst for a welcome and cup of tea/coffee.  I had 

arranged for Margaret Paren, the chair of the SDNP Authority to give a short introduction, but Margaret had a 

fall the day before and broke her ankle.  However, Alison Thorpe a staff member made a good replacement.  

The bus took us on to Petworth for a walk back to Midhurst, ably led by Jasper Stride & his wife George.  On 

our return we were given an afternoon tea and then listened to a talk by Sue Webber, the organiser of the 

Vintage Walking Festival.. 
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South Downs Society AGM 

Jasper & George Stride and I attended the SD Society AGM in May, also held at the SD Centre. Margaret 

Paren  arrived using a walking frame and gave an informative talk on the work of the Authority.  Amongst 

many other items, she spoke about the Dark Skies Project and her hope that the South Downs would gain 

recognition for this.  A few days later we heard the news on BBC South that the Downs had been awarded 

recognition. It is one of the few places in the UK that has Dark Skies Status.  There are areas where you can 

see The Milky Way, the Andromeda galaxy & the Orion Nebula with the naked or with binoculars. 

Oil Drilling/ Fracking 

There is deep concern in Hampshire and elsewhere over an application to drill for oil/gas in Markwells Wood 

near Finchdean.  The site is in a beautiful part of the South Downs National Park, an area where Ramblers 

Groups frequently organise walks.  The government had initially ruled there should be no Fracking in National 

Parks, but later did a U–turn on that decision!. 

From a Rambler’s perspective, the tranquillity and visual beauty of the surrounding countryside would be 

spoilt.  There would also be a regular flow of heavy goods vehicles on the very narrow roads around 

Finchdean, endangering walkers, cyclists & horse riders.  Perhaps the biggest local concern to local people is 

the threat of pollution to the water supply.  I attended a Protest Rally outside Portsmouth Guildhall where the 

City Council were meeting to discuss the issue. The council voted unanimously to oppose the application! 

The South Downs National Park Authority will make a decision on the issue, but their meeting has been 

delayed until after Christmas.  There are similar threats in other areas of the Downs.  For those of you who are 

not aware, the Ramblers’ policy is to oppose fracking.  This was decided at General Council two years ago. 

I had a letter published expressing the Ramblers concerns on the above issue. 

7th Anniversary of the SDNP.  

The anniversary is in April. And we will as usual be organising a celebration. This will probably be in the first 

weekend, but the date has not been finalised yet.  

PUBLICITY           Owen Plunkett 

The Area ran a stall in conjunction with the SE Hants group at the Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre, East 

Meon.  We had excellent weather and an estimated 3000 people attended and enjoyed the 80 (or so) stalls, 

various talks & demonstrations. However, there did not seem to be as much interest in the Ramblers stall as 

last year. 

We displayed general Ramblers information, some from  SE Hants & Meon groups and a little from the 20/30 

& 40+ groups.  We heard an interesting and informative talk on the Dark Skies Project given by a member of 

SDNP staff.. 

I was invited to take part in a radio programme on 29 July to discuss various aspects of walking.  The 

programme was mainly aimed at getting people to enjoy the countryside. I was able to suggest suitable short 

walks for people who were starting off. 

 

GENERAL COUNCIL 2016          Owen Plunkett 

General Council was held this year on the York University Campus.  Hampshire Area was well represented by 
our Chair, David Nichols, Alan Marlow, Alan Mather and me..  

Voting for the Board of Trustees next day resulted in Robert Peel, Kate Ashbrook and Roy Hunt being elected. In 

my view, this has greatly strengthened the Board and  will hopefully result in a welcome change of direction on 
a number of issues.  

The amount of time given to council delegates has been whittled down over the years, which is disappointing as 
General Council is the body that should decide Ramblers policy.  I raised the question of fracking. Although a 
motion opposing fracking in the countryside was strongly supported at last year’s GC, the Board have only 
produced a policy document and taken no other action! We really need to be proactive on this issue. Apart 
from the obvious environmental considerations, fracking poses a real threat to the beauty and tranquillity of our 
countryside. 
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Three motions expressing opposition to Governance proposals on Governance were all carried by large 
majorities. The Board must now either ditch the whole project or redraft the document in acceptable terms.  
Another contentious issue is the lack of good communication between the Board and Areas and Groups. Those 
of you who attended our 2016 Area AGM in February will remember that I suggested that we should put 
forward a motion expressing our concern on this matter. This was later ruled out of order on procedural 
grounds. As it happened Buckinghamshire Area put forward a very similar motion and was happy for me to 
second it. A good debate followed and the motion was overwhelmingly carried. 

A successful motion from Sussex Area expressed concern that insufficient expert staff were employed to 
protect the ROW network. A similar motion passed at GC 2011 had not been implemented. 

On the last day we had two surprises.  Firstly our CEO, Benedict, informed us that 2016 would be his last GC.  
That came as a huge shock to most people. Towards the end of the Council the Chairman, Des Garrahan,  
announced that next year’s GC would be in Southampton. This was the f irst that Hants Area had heard of this! 

 

REPORTS FROM GROUPS 

Groups were asked to report on their activities during the year, particularly on recruitment, promotion of 
walking, footpaths, access and walking environment, and any campaigns they had undertaken.   

 

Alton group 

Alton Ramblers membership continues to dwindle, in spite of our efforts to introduce more events.  We have 
somehow not been enthusiastic to embrace the initiatives that come from head office and I wonder whether 
that might have been more effective. 

This year there have been several social events including a meeting of the Group leaders, we took part in the 
Alton Walking Festival and organised two group holidays.  In the autumn there was a map reading course and 
we sent members to the first aid course run by the Alton and District Sports Council to which we are affiliated.  

We are corporate members of the Alton Town Twinning Association and this year we hosted a party of 10 
walkers from France in May.  The visit and the walks were very successful. 

Our association with Walking for Health seems to have come to an end.  Two years ago I was encouraged by 
Clara Jones from Head Office to work with these local groups and at first we all imagined that some of their 
members might step up to the more interesting walking that we have to offer. Sadly, this has not happened. 

Our main achievement has been in footpath maintenance with many hours spent clearing vegetation and 6 
kissing gates were installed.  Several pieces of equipment have been acquired using our Group funds which 
were available thanks to the sale of our ‘Walks from Alton’ book which will need to be reprinted. 

Alton group has been actively promoting the Ramblers by advertising and we attended two summer events 
with a borrowed gazebo.  Head office provided publicity material and we purchased two banners.  Our 
technique is improving and we intend to visit several village fetes next year.  We advertise our walks in two 
local papers in the hope that the walks may be of interest to local people. 

 

Andover group 

Membership. 

As at September 2016 our membership numbers stand at 172, a loss of 3% from last year’s figure of 177.  
New members however are still joining the group.  

Publicity / Promoting Walking.   

Andover Ramblers continues to benefit from our dynamic and successful Publicity member.  We have been 
mentioned on local radio, held  a two-week publicity drive at our local Library, created a Facebook page plus 
printed some handouts with details on membership etc.  Several new members remarked that their interest 
was sparked by these initiatives. Photographs of our Group have appeared in the Andover Advertiser on 
several occasions.  See Footpath Work. 



11 

Footpath Work. 

This continues apace with a “hands-on” footpath team of wardens who make regular checks on paths and 
members who are committed to clearing paths and maintaining access whenever necessary in accordance 
with BVPI.  Last October, the River Anton Way was officially opened by the Mayor of TVBC and attended by 
several local councilors. This walk was initiated by our Footpath & Walking Environment Secretary with 
signage work carried out by volunteers.  In April, we identified a need for a new permissive footpath at nearby 
Abbotts Ann and worked alongside local authorities and the landowner clearing scrub to achieve this aim 
which was given Press coverage. Also, very little local development escapes the notice of our F&WE 
Secretary who is a regular correspondent to the Advertiser on such matters. 

General Summary 

Our last AGM attracted 35 people.  In May a Cotswolds long weekend was laid on.   All four walks were well-
attended with a group dinner on Saturday evening.  Over the summer we have visited the Isle of Wight, 
Kimmeridge and Exmoor; an August barbecue attracted 50 members and a skittles evening took place in 
October.  As always we gave a varied walking programme each Saturday and Sunday. Wednesday evening 
summer walks continue to be very popular.  The change in editorship of our Newsletter went seamlessly.  Our 
social fund is healthy but, as with last year, our main account fund is stretched due to the purchase of cutting 
equipment needed for footpath work but there are no urgent financial problems. AR continues to thrive. 

 
Eastleigh group 

General 

As in the past the committee has continued working to keep the group running smoothly with the usual 
difficulties of filling the walk programme a familiar cry. 

The group is involved in footpath improvements and installation of kissing gates, funding for which is being 
sought. The majority of members are now receiving communications digitally and the web site is continually 
being updated as new walks are offered. However we are aware that not all members have access to a 
computer and that the annual subscription should allow for anyone who wants it to receive a postal mailing. 
The Footpath Secretary is busy spotting threats to our rights of way from increasing demands for housing in 
the Borough. Membership numbers are decreasing as will be seen from the Membership report. 

We have had a very interesting year of walks again including the Isle of Anglesey Coastal Path and the 
Serpent Trail. For the third year running the group held a Festival of Walks, this time in conjunction with 
Bishops Waltham group. 

Finance 

Our expenditure on Footpath Improvement projects has continued and this year we have spent over £600 on 
improvements and signage. As a consequence, in the last two financial years, approximately £1350 has been 
spent on improving the walking conditions in the Eastleigh area and it is planned for this to continue. On 
finance generally, we continue our attempts to wean members off expensive postal communication and on to 
e-mail. In time, savings on postal costs will release funds for more footpath improvement work. 

Membership 

The Group has seen a net loss of 31 members this year (13.3%). It seems the major cause for the net loss is 
the advancing age of the membership and the difficulty encountered in attracting sufficient new younger 
members. 

The number of affiliate members has dropped from 18 last year and now stands at 16. Again it seems that the 

advancing years of affiliates had contributed to this decline. 

Promoting Walking 

Each weekend the Rambles Secretary has successfully provided a choice of walks mostly on Saturdays and 
sometimes both days. This year we have completed 95 walks totalling 894.79 miles 

Walks included the 125 mile Isle of Anglesey Coastal Path in May and September and the 64 mile Serpent 
Trail. The Serpent Trail started in Haslemere and finished in Petersfield. The walk took in stunning views over 
Black Down and continued through Forests and Heathlands; very pretty with the heather in full bloom making 
a purple carpet. 
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Footpaths 

With over 5000 houses now having planning permission in Eastleigh and planned to start in the next few years 
there will be a considerable effect on our rights of way. We are consulting with developers and the planning 
authority to ensure there remains a viable recreational network. Our web site has been developed so that all 
the changes and relevant paperwork can be seen in detail. 

We have been asked by the County Council to investigate the reports the public has made to them about 
problems on rights of way and to make recommendations as to what they need to do. This will enable them to 
save time investigating and concentrate on rectification work. So far the problems in Allbrook, Bishopstoke and 
Botley have been reported upon. These reports are also appearing on our web site where they remain active. 
So far eight cases have been closed. 

Where there are simple tasks that the Eastleigh Ramblers could undertake volunteers are working on 
resolving them and we have this year repaired a set of steps and refurbished a bridle bridge.  We also have a 
boardwalk to repair, a broken stile to replace with a gate, a path to clear of undergrowth and some waymarking 
to do. 

 

Meon group 

Our AGM in November 2014 was well attended with 39 present.  We were able to fill all but one of the officer 
posts (Social Secretary vacant).  The committee met 3 times during the year.   

Our membership has increased over the year to a net total of 354, + 4%.   The Group continues to offer 3 
walks on almost every Sunday throughout the year (lengths vary between 5 and 16 miles); there have been 
143 Sunday walks over the past 12 months with an average attendance over the Sunday walk of 41.   Several 
mid-week walks are offered each month.   We started a new series of coach walks walking from the source of 
The River Thames in April.   This project will continue for several years! 

A continuing concern is the small number of members who are willing to lead walks.   

 
Footpaths 

Our Footpath Secretary has surveyed 2 parishes; overall the ROW in these parishes as elsewhere in our area 
are in a reasonable state.  No gates have been installed but a long length of a footpath (Wickham 13) south of 
Shedfield Common was cleared of gorse and blackthorn in August.     

Environment and countryside 

No additional information has been published about rights of way in the Welborne development plan for the 
area west of the A32 north of Fareham.   Coastal erosion continues to affect sections of the coast path east of 
Warsash.   The proposed Interconnector between France and Britain (IFA2) is planned to make landfall at 
Lee-on-the-Solent and again slightly further west; no rights of way will be affected.   We have made 
suggestions about the routing of the England Coast Path in the Gosport area and are hopeful we will gain 
some additional coastal access; planning work for the west of our area will be starting late 2016.   

Finance 

The Group’s finances are sound.  Finances have been boosted through well attended social activities 
throughout the year, by contributions from the Walking Partnership and a continuing advertisement in our 
newsletter placed by Ramblers Holidays.  Our newsletter printing costs have been kept down and most 
newsletters continue to be hand-delivered.   

2017 sees the 40th anniversary of the formation of the Meon Group; we will be marking this through the year.   

 

NE Hants group 

2016 has been another good year, in which our programme of walks, footpath work and social events have all 
been well supported, and appreciated by everyone who has taken part.  

The year began with a Christmas walk and lunch at a nearby hostelry enjoyed by 40 people.  This was 
followed in February 2016 by the Hampshire Area AGM for over 60 members.  A local 5 mile walk was 
followed by the meeting and refreshments, including home-baked cakes.  Our social programme continued 



13 

with a games evening in March, an annual Slide Show of travels and walking in April, a BBQ in June, and our 
3rd annual quiz night in September.  

NE Hants group 42nd October Weekend was held in Cardigan this year and attracted 47 people.  Our hotel 
situated on the Coastal Path provided commanding views over the estuary and proved a fantastic location for 
a break which was enjoyed by all.  

NE Hants has a thriving and active Committee which remained quite stable throughout 2015/2016, with only 
one resignation of the Footpath Secretary in June followed immediately by the appointment of his 
replacement.  Three long-standing members of the Group were presented with a Ramblers Commendations 
for their Outstanding Contribution to Walking during the October Weekend following nominations from our 
Chairman.  

We look forward to a successful coming year in which a similar range of events are planned.  

 

New Forest group 

We have had a full programme of Walks and Social Events throughout the year, and have again this year 
contributed to the New Forest Walking Festival.  This will hopefully bring in new members.  Ramblers Central 
Office arranged a “Walk about Britain” Walking Festival this year to encourage more people to walk and 
hopefully join the Ramblers.  We offered our programme of walks as part of this Festival. 

We have lost quite a few of our regular Walks Leaders over the last year due to ill health, and we sometimes 
struggle to fill the programme.  We offer help and guidance to new Leaders if required. 

We have a new Walks Librarian, who is collecting walks details from former Leaders who are no longer able to 
lead Walks, so that they are not lost and can help new Leaders in putting on Walks. 

The Group arranges Group Holidays.  This year’s was to Kingham in the Cotswolds and to the Isle of Wight.  
Next year’s is to Andalucia in Southern Spain. 

The social events throughout the year have included the Christmas Lunch, New Year’s Dinner, Auction House 
talk, Day Trip to Brownsea Island, Sausage Sizzle barbecue and Quiz Night, together with a number of special 
walks.  Unfortunately the BBC cancelled our trip to their studios in London for security reasons.  We plan to 
arrange a First Aid Course in the near future. 

We have taken part in local events to publicise our Group and encourage new members to join. 

An item of great importance to us is the Coast Path.  Natural England has appointed a team to implement the 
Highcliffe to Calshot section of the England Coast Path.  John Truswell (Natural England Lead Advisor) gave a 
presentation at our AGM about progress.  Our committee members Peter Scott and Mike Butler are actively 
involved in this. 

There has been a lot of publicity from Central Office about the “Big Pathwatch”.  We were concerned that there 
would be no consistency in reports from the general public.  However, if it gets people interested on walking 
and Rights of Way then it will have been useful.  Our Footpath Rep looked after this as part of his normal 
Footpath inspections. 

Membership numbers has been fairly static throughout the year, 

 

North Hampshire Downs group 

It has been a positive, enjoyable year for the North Hampshire Downs Ramblers. 

The AGM was reasonably well supported, although October is always a month when quite a lot of members 
are away and for those who did attend we listened to a very enjoyable talk on the Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Air Ambulance by one of our members.  All the members of the committee were re-elected except the post of 
Walking Environment Officer which is vacant at the moment. 

The walks have been varied and very enjoyable.  By the AGM we had completed 88 walks, covering 625.5 
miles organised by 28 different walk leaders.  We also have walks downloaded on the NHD website. 

Our membership was down by 8 on last year's figures, but the new members we are attracting are keen and 
enthusiastic and are bringing new energy to our group. 
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Our social activities continue to flourish and are open to all members.  By the end of the year we will have had 
Boys lunches - every 3 months; a walk + tea and a lunch for the ladies; a 4 night walking break in Exmoor / 
Quantocks with 20 members attending; our grand picnic at Lepe Country Park;  Christmas Lunch with raffle, 
photographic competition and Walk Leader of the Year Award. 

The Footpath & Access group continues to be engaged in monthly activities (2nd Thursday of month) and 
works alongside Hampshire County Council Countryside Team.  This year the group has put in kissing gates, 
cleared vegetation, built a large sleeper bridge, repaired a bridge, re-instated footpath signs and partly carried 
out 2 Best Value Performance Indicator (BVPI) surveys. 

Our treasurer continues to keep a tight rein on our spending so no monies are wasted. 

We have recently set up a Facebook page which is very popular with many of the group and a newsletter is 
added to the website three times a year. 

 

Portsmouth group 

Many members of other groups and members of the public pick up walks from our excellent website and 
Walksfinder in particular. The current walks programme is  linked to Walksfinder with the appropriate maps 
and everyone should know where the group is walking on any particular day.  We encourage members and 
potential walkers to check these sites as often with some Railway walks train times can be much amended 
and even cancelled owing to engineering works on the railways.  Car sharing is a continual problem and a 
source of concern for trying to accommodate non-car owners and whilst many walkers still go direct, we try to 
encourage people to come to Cosham Railway Station, easily reached by public transport, and car share.   

Once again as in previous years the shorter walks held on a Saturday morning are the most popular; as many 
people can usually manage 5-6 miles and once a month a definite “five miles and under” walk has been 
inserted into the programme which has proved popular also..  Once again the full day walks on Sundays have 
seen an increase in committed members who wish to walk faster and longer, and the numbers are rising. 
Many of these members have enjoyed more challenging walks by train over several stages on Saturdays 
during the summer months. Once again our thanks as always are due to the walk leaders who have 
experienced problems themselves through injury and we have managed to lead the walks as advertised. 

Our London walks have continued at two a year and this year involved using a stage of the London Loop in the  
very North of London, which whilst very rural the walk didn’t have the “London “ feel and we will not continue 
with this series in the future confining our walks to more central ones. Indeed in the Autumn we walked from 
Woolwich Arsenal to Eltham Palace which gave us the appropriate feel as well as being rural in nature. The 
2017 programme will repeat a Thames Path walk from Putney to Richmond in June with the September one 
being “Through the Royal Parks” from London Eye to Regents Park, an idea given by Transport for London. 

Once again members of the group have been able to enjoy the annual meal in March with a walk beforehand, 
a skittles evening at Stubbington, and a Christmas Dinner at the Royal Naval and Royal Albert Yacht club in 
Old Portsmouth which being a new venue was a very imposing setting and enjoyed by all. 

 

Romsey group 

Promoting walking:   The Romsey Group offered 132 walks during the year with a total of 13,267 miles 
walked compared with141 and 14,380 miles last year.  The figures are a little down on last year because very 
few members are interested in Sunday walk.  Although originally this was thought to be due to lack of leaders, 
we have found that even when we offer walks designed by the committee they are not supported.  Short 
Saturday walks (4 to 5 ml) are growing in popularity and sufficient leaders have been recruited by providing 
them with a walk.  Tuesday and Thursday walks are well supported. 

Membership Recruitment and Publicity:   Membership has dropped by 9 (4%) over the year but we are still 
getting new members joining on a regular basis.  A lot of the membership loss is due to the overall average 
age of the group.  We did not attend Romsey Show this year because we have found in the past that although 
we get some interest we do not get new members.  A number of good articles have been published in the 
Romsey Advertiser. 

Footpath work:   Group footpath volunteers have had another very successful year. Group volunteers spent 
267 hours on vegetation clearance, fitting kissing gates and erecting finger posts and 174 hours spent on BVPI 
surveys and site meetings. A new finger post was erected in remembrance of a past member following a 
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bequest and the remainder of the money was spent on footpath clearing equipment. Work continued on 
refurbishment of the Keble Way. Most of the signage has been completed and only a few technical difficulties 
are yet to be resolved. 

Countryside matters:   The work in replying to Planning Consultations and checking planning applications 
has not diminished and is regularly dealt with.  A number of large developments are taking place around 
Romsey but because they don’t immediately impinge on footpaths we feel it is not within our remit to voice 
objections. 

 

SE Hants group 

Walks programme. 

This year’s walk programme included 283 walks led by 54 leaders.  Our distribution secretary has reduced the 
number of programmes being posted to 88 out of 351 deliveries to households.  76 are sent by email and 187 
by hand-delivery.  This reduces our printing and postage costs by over £500 per year.  

Membership and Publicity 

Group membership increased by 4 to 449.  In fact over the year we gained 40 members (23 new to Ramblers, 
17 by transfers from other groups), and lost 36 members due to deaths, resignations and non-renewals.  We 
had Ramblers stands at the Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre, East Meon (this one jointly with Area) and 
at the Denmead and Emsworth village shows.  We had a Ramblers display at Havant Library in January and 
February. 

Footpath clearance activities 

This year volunteers have spent about 150 hours clearing vegetation from overgrown footpaths.  We have 
purchased a set of tools for this work.  In some cases we have been given tasks by HCC, in others we have 
responded to problems reported by leaders on recces or walks. 

Footpath surveys etc 

Footpaths in the parishes of Denmead (10%) and Horndean (20%) were surveyed using the BVPI 178 
methodology – the figures in brackets give the percentage of failed paths.  Our Footpath Secretary and 
volunteers also completed surveys in the Central East Hants parishes of Greatham (17%) and Liss (14%).  
These parishes are not in our group area, but they are not surveyed by other Hampshire groups 

Our Footpath Secretary has been closely monitoring the effect on the footpath network of the West-of-
Waterlooville Major Development Area and has made appropriate representations and recommendations to 
the authorities involved. 

Coastal Access 

The group has been involved in coastal access work for the section from Farlington Marshes to Emsworth.  
This includes the east coast of Hayling Island, which has long been difficult for coastal walking in Hampshire. 

Map reading course 

15 members attended a one-day map-reading course put on by members of our group – it was very well-
received. 

Social activities 

Social activities during the year have been get-togethers at a local pub, Christmas meals, Mince Pie walks 
followed by food and drink and a quiz and our annual coach trip, this year to Eastbourne/Alfriston.  The AGM is 
now a significant social event, with soup and cakes provided for members after Sunday morning walks. 

Southampton group 

The regular walks programme has, again, been very well supported by leaders and members: 231 walks in 

total. New leaders have come forward during the year and more are always needed to keep the programmes 

filled to the current level.  The last 3 stages of the Blackmore Vale Trail, from Minterne Magna back to 

Blandford, were completed; attendances on the coach trips were a little lower than previous years. In August a 

coach trip was run to Oxford and members had a choice of 2 walks, a visit to Blenheim Palace or a day in the 

University City.  
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There was a decrease in membership during the year, the 55 resigned/lapsed members being only partly 

offset by 39 additions. The main focus for publicity continues to be the libraries. Monthly A4 “What’s on” 

posters are displayed in most of the Southampton libraries. Recruitment leaflets are also available in the 

central library and many of the local libraries.  

Just over half of the membership receives the Programme & Newsletter electronically; most new members 

elect for this option. This still leaves a print run of approximately 170 hard copies, most of which are delivered 

by hand thanks to a good network of volunteers. Advertising revenue from Ramblers Worldwide Holidays and 

HF Holidays continues to make a contribution towards printing costs. 

The Group received £430 from The Walking Partnership, which is supported by Ramblers Worldwide Holidays 

and provides direct funding to groups. 

Following the decision of Hampshire County Council to stop hosting websites for volunteer groups by July 

2016, the website was transferred to the Group’s page on Ramblers national web site; the migration was 

successfully completed by the end of 2015. 

 

Waltham Group 

2016 saw the Group celebrate its 30th anniversary with cake, fish and chips, a quiz and a photographic 
presentation down memory lane.  Four members of the Group , Chris and Lynda Bezant, Andy Hayes and 
Pauline Reed were there at the beginning and three of them hold positions on the Group's committee.  All do a 
tremendous amount for the Group. 

Promoting Walking.    Walks were advertised in all the parish magazines published in the Waltham Group 
area as well as on Walksfinder.  There were 126 walks offered during the year covering 791 miles. There were 

2204 attendances at walks a drop of just 2.5% on 2015's attendances. 

Membership.    Although overall numbers decreased by one over the year it had been another relatively good 

year for recruitment with 85% of those enquiring joining the Group.   Social events were well attended and 
included a very successful trip to the Cotswolds. 

Footpath Work.    Our Footpath Wardens continued their good work of inspecting paths and waymarking 
where required.  BVPI surveys were undertaken for Durley and West Meon.  Unfortunately results showed an 
increased number of faults over the previous surveys of 2009 and 2010.   The Group continued with its 
programme of stiles to gates replacement and path clearances.  Hampshire County Council Countryside 
Service allowed our volunteers to go it alone this summer and they replaced two more stiles on part of the 
Allan King Way within Waltham Group's area.  With financial backing from the Ramblers, the Group purchased 
a number of power tools to aid in path clearance. The Group cleared seven rights of way within their area 
amounting to 106 volunteer hours. 

Access.    All 448 planning applications in our 11 parishes were examined online and 17 were investigated 
further for impact on rights of way and action taken where required.  Representatives attended meetings with 
Hampshire Highways concerning the plans for the Botley bypass.  The Group is represented on the Botley to 
Bishops Waltham Trail committee and the Hamble River Footpath Network group. 

 

Winchester group 

 Winchester Ramblers publishes weekly walks in the Hampshire Chronicle, and during the year 
published details of 124 walks on the Ramblers GWEM system. We  hosted walks for the Ramblers 
Festival of Winter Walks and  for Winchester City Council's "Feet First" event. 

 We improved our public profile by working, in conjunction with Winchester City Council and Hampshire 
County Council, to encourage recreational walking, clear local footpaths, replace stiles with gates,  
replacing our web-site and maintaining a Face-book page. 

 The Committee met five times during the past year. 

 Group membership fell from 541 to 511 during the year. 67 members failed to renew their subscriptions 
but these were partly offset by recruitment of 37 new members. 
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 This year there were approximately 300 walks ranging from 3 to 11 miles in our walks programme A 
slight reduction from recent years but still quite an achievement by our walks co-ordinators and leaders. 

Footpath and Access 

 We have worked in conjunction with the County Council and parish councils to help mitigate budgetary 
and staffing reductions. The Winchester group has a team working to help clear paths of overgrown 
vegetation. This group worked for over 250 hours between January and September. 

 Winchester continued to support the ‘Stiles to Gates’ programme but has found that whilst installing the 
gates is relatively easy, administration, particularly with landowners is very time-consuming. 

 We maintained our programme of parish path surveys, and path way-marking where appropriate. This 
year we surveyed 128 miles of footpaths and rights of way in 8 of our 30 parishes. Overall results 
indicate that 76% of paths are totally problem free, and another 19% having only minor problems such 
as a missing fingerpost at the road, or a wobbly but usable stile, making a total of 95% paths 
acceptable.  

Walking Environment  

One aspect of watching over our path network that we have not managed to cover at all well during the 

last year is watching out for planning applications that might have a negative impact on a right of way, 

and also taking part in working groups such as the one for Barton Farm in order to ensure that the 

interests of walkers are not forgotten during and after major development work.  As a group we have 

been unable to find anyone to undertake this role despite repeated requests for help from the group. 

 

Hampshire 20s30s group 

2015/16 has been another good year for the group. 

 Membership has been steady – currently 126 up 1 on last year. 

 Around 75 walks. There was also a pub crawl, an orienteering event and a walk leader training session. 

We also had one joint walk with Berkshire ramblers 

 3 trips away: New Year in the Peak District , a camping weekend in Dorset and a week in Snowdonia. 

 Regular social events including a Christmas meal, a BBQ, Barn dances and a monthly payday social. 

We have put on 75 walks this year. Turnout on walks has varied but 10-15 is typical, and thanks to several 
new leaders we have continued to be able to put on walks most weekends. Best turnout on a walk is 22. We 
have quarterly walks planning meetings, which help to ensure that there are plenty of walks on the 
programme. 

The website continues to be the main way by which new members find us, and we also make good use of our 
Facebook page, which now has 430 members. 

This year has been a great success, with such a wide variety and number of walks being offered to members.  
The group continues to attract a good numbers of walkers most weeks throughout the year.  I am very 
satisfied that we continue to attract young members with an element of additional fun being brought in through 
our trips away.  This really is a fantastic group to be involved with. 

 

Hampshire 40+ group 

As I told the current committee some time ago and hinted a year ago, this is definitely my last report as Chair, 
as I'm stepping down. 

There are both positives to report, and what I prefer to call challenges.  On the one hand, walks continue to be 
well attended and we get a steady stream of new walkers, people keen to escape and enjoy the countryside, 
for whatever reason. Also, it isn't simply a matter of putting one foot in front of another in varied terrain and 
weather conditions. 
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People really get to know each other- although not always to the point of marriage. Most walks end with a 
convivial drink, supporting the rural economy. In addition, there are social events, generally involving food one 
way or another, providing replacement for the calories lost through our exercise. 

In the past year, there have continued to be at least one, and generally two walks on the programme, with few 
gaps. There have still been a few evening walks in the summer. 

On the other hand, it's a weakness as well as a strength that we are run entirely by volunteers.  Basically, 
nothing happens unless a walk leader is available to lead a walk, or someone is available to organize a trip 
away or other event. While most people can't or won't organise, all must understand the effort that goes into 
organization: walks need to be reccied in advance, car parks checked out and publicity provided, and the 
leader (at least) prepared to turn up whatever the weather on the day. Trips away involving group 
accommodation and any social event that require a venue to be booked perhaps months in advance require 
firm commitment from the wider membership. It helps if trips away don't clash with other activities that will 
occupy a large number of members - so communication is important. 

There have been no large official trips away involving the group staying in one place, as for the Snowdonia trip 
in 2015. Instead, there have been trips involving self-book accommodation – Stephen Cocks’s trips to the 
Chilterns and Wiltshire, and my trip to Exmoor.  Our reliance on volunteers largely explains the limitations of 
the programme at times in the past  year.  It's a vicious circle if frustration with the group (one way or another) 
or personal injury mean that some people who have previously been (quite frankly) relied on by the group can 
no longer lead walks or other events, leading to fewer options that then attracts fewer new members, while 
older members drift away (for whatever reason). Numbers attending walks continue to be high, but paid up 
membership affiliated to this group is down by about 10%, the worst decrease in Hampshire. That should be a 
warning. 

That leaves everyone with a challenge. If you like the group, please try to do something for it. If everyone did 
something, no matter how occasionally (and I do intend to carry on leading occasionally) that would make a 
significant difference. If you don't like the group and have positive suggestions, please tell the committee. 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE AREA CONSTITUTION 

That the Area Constitution – December 2007 version – be amended to add in Paragraph 7(i) after the word 
“Secretary” the words “Area Footpath Officer, Area Access Officer and Area Walking Environment Officer” and 
to add a Paragraph 8A as follows. 

“There shall be a Footpath, Access and Walking Environment Sub-Committee (“FPAWE”) as a sub-committee 
of the Hampshire Area Council (“HAC”) of the Hampshire Area of the Ramblers.  The FPAWE shall provide 
advice and guidance to HAC on all Footpath, Access and Walking Environment matters in the Area. 

Membership of the FPAWE shall consist of the Area Footpath Officer and Area Access Officer and Area 
Walking Environment Officer; the Footpath Officer, Access Officer and Walking Environment Officer appointed 
in accordance with the constitution of each Ramblers Group, and a representative of each Affiliated Group 
within the Area. The FPAWE shall have power to co-opt up to five additional members as it sees fit. 

After each Area Annual General Meeting the FPAWE shall appoint for the forthcoming year a Chairperson 
from within its membership.  The FPAWE shall appoint a Secretariat from amongst its members (normally the 
Area Footpath Officer, the Area Access Officer and the Area Walking Environment Officer) to administer its 
business for the forthcoming year.  The Secretariat shall have power to co-opt up to five additional members 
as it sees fit. 

The responsibility of the FPAWE is to carry forward in the Area the Ramblers charitable objectives relating to 
rights of way, access to the countryside and the protection and enhancement of the walking environment. 

The delegated responsibilities are to be primarily carried out by co-ordinating the work of the individual Groups 
in the Area and by making representations on behalf of the HAC to the highway and local planning authorities, 
to Ramblers Central Office and to other external bodies where appropriate. 

 

The Ramblers’ is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales.  Company registration number: 4458492.  Registered Charity in 

England and Wales number 1093577.  Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 


