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RAMBLERS  (HAMPSHIRE AREA)  AREA AGM  

Saturday 6 February 2016 2:00pm         Cody Sports & Social Club, Farnborough 

Guest speaker:  Justin Cooke   Senior Policy Officer,  Ramblers Central Office 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome by Chairman 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Approval of Minutes of AGM held on 7 February 2015 

4. Matters arising 

5. Appointment of 2 Tellers   (NE Hants group) 

6. Acceptance of Annual Report 

7. Acceptance of Annual Accounts  (see page 5) 

8. Election of Officers and Members of Area Council 

Chairman   (David Nichols – willing to continue if elected) 

Vice-Chairman   (Alan Marlow – willing to continue if elected) 

Secretary   (David Nixon - willing to continue if elected) 

Treasurer   (Rachel Norris – standing down) 

Membership Secretary  (David Nichols - willing to continue if elected) 

Walking Environment  (Phil Wood - willing to continue if elected) 

Access Officer   (Alan Marlow – willing to continue if elected) 

Footpath Secretariat  (Peter Sollars - willing to continue if elected) 

     (Alan Marlow – willing to continue if elected) 

     (Stuart Shurlock - willing to continue if elected) 

     (Phil Wood - willing to continue if elected) 

Publicity Officer   (Owen Plunkett - willing to continue if elected) 

Editor, Hampshire Rambler (Alan Mather – willing to continue if elected) 

Individual  members  (Ruth Croker – willing to continue if elected) 

Affiliated groups   (Ruth Croker – willing to continue if elected) 

9. Appointment of:Webmaster  (Mark Austin) 

10. Appointment of Independent Examiner  (Clive Thompsett) 

11. Motions for General Council 

12. Election of  3 Delegates to Ramblers GC 2016  (3-4 April   University of York) 

13. Any other business  

14. 2017 Area AGM   to be hosted by Eastleigh group on 11 February 2017 at 2:00pm at 

Pilands Wood Community Centre, Chamberlayne Road, Southampton   SO31 8DT.    
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HAMPSHIRE RAMBLERS  -  AREA ANNUAL REPORT 

 
1 October 2014 to 30 September 2015 

 
OBJECTIVES 

 
The objectives of this report are 
 

 to provide groups with encouragement to review each year their contribution to the 
achievement of the Ramblers constitutional aims 

 to enable Area Council to exercise its role as manager of Ramblers activity in Hampshire 

 to report to the Ramblers Chief Executive, as required by the Ramblers Constitution. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION      David Nichols 

A very warm welcome to you all to the Hampshire Area AGM held this year in Farmborough 
and hosted by the North East Hampshire Group.  Our Guest Speaker is Justin Cooke the 
Ramblers Head Office Senior Policy Officer who will talk to us about Coastal access.  Many 
thanks to him for travelling to be with us this afternoon. 

Our Chief executive has sent the following notes regarding future plans which you I am sure 
you will wish to know about.  

Volunteer recognition  

In our approach to volunteering we highlight the importance of recognising and valuing the 

efforts and successes of volunteers.  

A new guide for area and groups is being released this week to help clarify how we recognise 
volunteers both locally and nationally.  It’s worth noting that volunteer certificates and 
commendations will be produced three times a year for local presentation, and national 
volunteer awards will take place annually.  The process for nominating for national awards is 
very easy and open – just a few hundred words about the impact the nominee(s) has had.  

We will be emailing you and groups in the New Year to invite nominations.  More details at: 
www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone  

Please continue to encourage volunteers to attend volunteer development days taking place in 
2016.  The booking page is now open at http://ramblersvolunteerdays.eventbrite.co.uk  

Support for our work from the People’s Postcode Lottery  

We are delighted to announce a new long-term partnership with the players of the People’s 
Postcode Lottery (PPL).  A proportion of each lottery ticket is given to charities via a series of 
Trusts.  To receive funding charities have to go through a two-stage process.  The first is to be 
accepted as a possible recipient.  This meant a rigorous process of due diligence.  The second 
is an application for specific amounts of money.  

So you’ll understand how delighted I am to be able to tell you that we have been awarded 
£200,000 from the sports trust - 
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/Charities.htm#PostcodeSportTrust  

This support will do two things.  First it will help fund the support we provide groups and 
individuals to help everyone, everywhere enjoy walking through toolkits, training, guidance and 
support.  

Second it will allow us to also introduce a new, exciting GB-wide festival to attract new people 
to discover the joys of walking and all that the Ramblers can do to help them find their feet.  
This will replace the Big Welsh Walk and Ramblers Scotland's Get Outdoors Weekend. 

A big part of the festival will be celebrating and showcasing group walks.  From Saturday 3 to 
Sunday 11 September we’ll be asking groups to put on a selection of all the types of walk they 
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normally offer over a programme; from short strolls to challenging hikes, we want people to 
know that the Ramblers has something to offer them and to be inspired to join in. 

Please make a note of those dates and encourage groups to take them into account when 
planning programmes for summer 2016. If the area is planning a local festival next year and 
you haven’t yet set your dates, why not coincide it with this GB festival?  You’ll benefit from all 
the national press and publicity going on at the same time.  And the more activities we have to 
offer, the better. If you have any questions please email 
volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com 

 

The Chair, Des Garrahan, also writes  “In February of this year the Board published a paper on 
how we would like the governance of Ramblers to look.  That paper is available on the website 
here: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/our-future/governance-consultation.aspx We said 
that a six-month formal consultation would begin at General Council 2015 and that details of 
how we would gather the views of members would be made available shortly afterwards.  The 
Board is still working on the details of a formal consultation process.  In the meantime can I 
encourage you and your group members to read the document produced by the Board and to 
start holding informal discussions about what you think.  We can confirm that whatever the final 
nature of the formal consultation, members will be given at least six months to provide 
information and feedback.  This means it is unlikely that any major set of proposals will go to 
General Council 2016 although there are some non-controversial items that might come 
forward.  In January the Board agreed to propose to General Council 2015 the introduction of a 
one-member-one-vote system to elect the Board of Trustees.  Following discussions at General 
Council, the motions to bring that about were withdrawn.  One member one vote will therefore 
be part of the formal consultation.  Finally, I would like to thank all the volunteers and members 
who’ve contributed their time and views to the governance review since June 2013. I will 
update you again as soon as I have more details.”  

 

These items are pretty heady proposals to consider but it looks as though the General Council 
will have much to concern themselves with in April next year. 

At last year’s AGM the Big Pathwatch was about to be launched and is now well underway.   

Finally might I thank all our volunteers who are involved in the groups, whether it be leading 
walks, helping in the organisation, or just being involved, and long may you continue to be there 
for us. 

Happy Walking and Best wishes for yet another successful year with campaigning. 

 

THE EXTENT OF HAMPSHIRE AREA AND MEMBERSHIP 

Hampshire Area consists of the County of Hampshire and the Unitary Authorities of Portsmouth 
and Southampton.  Area comprises 15 groups and had a total membership of 4398 on 30 
September 2015.  14 organisations are affiliated to Hampshire Area. 
 
AREA ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANISATION 

Area Council has held four meetings during the year.  Area Council comprises the Area Officers 
and representatives from groups.  Each Area Council meeting receives a financial report from 
the Treasurer, also regular updates on Membership, Footpaths, Access, Walking Environment, 
Publicity and the Hampshire Rambler.  Area Council prepares an annual budget and discusses 
and agrees the allocation of money from Central Office to the Area groups.   
 
TREASURER’S REPORT       Rachel Norris 

Hampshire Area has ended the financial year with reserves of £2,523.74.  This represents a 
decrease of about 34% since the end of the last financial year.  The decrease is the result of a 
decision to reduce Area reserves in line with guidance from Central Office.  

mailto:volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com
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Area received income of £8,850 from Central Office of which £6,215 was passed on to the 
groups leaving an Area income of £2,635. 

The main items of expenditure this year were:- 

£2,343 costs for printing Hampshire Rambler.  This figure is higher than the 2013-2014 figure 
because 3 editions were produced this year and only 2 last year.  We also spent £102 
distributing Hampshire Rambler to non-group members.  We have not yet received any 
advertising revenue to offset against this expenditure, however this is expected shortly. 

£250 to Hampshire Rights of Way Improvement Trust towards a new bridleway link between 
The Shipwrights Way and the bridleway network in Surrey. 

£350 to send two additional delegates to Area Council.  

The funding requests for 2015-2016 have been submitted and approved.  The total funding 
requested by the groups was £5,898 which was slightly lower than last year.  Two groups did 
not request any funding, one group asked for less than the allocation, seven accepted their 
default allocations and three requested figures only slightly above the default allocation.  Two 
groups requested significantly higher amounts, one in order to undertake practical work, the 
other to cover printing costs for walks programmes.  

The Area funding request for 2015-2016 is £3,805 which is estimated to be sufficient to cover 
costs and maintain the current reserves.  This is an increase on last year’s budget request to 
allow for a drop in advertising revenue and the cost of sending additional delegates to General 
Council.  We will consider reducing reserves further by undertaking practical work if the need 
arises. 

MEMBERSHIP        David Nichols 

At the year-end 30 September 2015 the membership total for Hampshire Area was 4398. This 
represents a loss of members on the year of 10, a minimal loss compared with the previous 
loss of 18 thankfully. 

Costs are still playing a part in Ramblers but the monthly payment of subscriptions seems to 
have helped.  The “No Group” section is increasing again and we must attempt to get the 
members into groups wherever possible if they are known to us. 

As usual my thanks are very much due to the membership secretaries throughout the county 
who have made my job so much easier.  To those who have stepped down this year, my 
especial thanks for all they have done over the years and welcome to the new secretaries who 
have taken their place, thank you for volunteering.  
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FOOTPATHS ACCESS and WALKING ENVIRONMENT  

       Peter Sollar,  Alan Marlow,  Phil Wood 

Rights of Way changes 

In the twelve months to 30 September 2015 a total of 19 new documentation packages / 
consultations have been progressed through the Footpath Secretariat and then, via the relevant 
Footpath Secretary covering the parish involved, an appropriate response made.  Dedications 
and Applications for new paths have accounted for half the items; Closures / Extinguishments 
about a quarter.  Planning Applications which may affect a public right of way were reviewed 
and commented on where appropriate.  The majority of the topics are generated by HCC; 
others are initiated by District Councils.  As in previous years a series of Stopping-up Orders 
from the Department of Transport have been received; their extent is very local, they mostly 
relate to new buildings within urban setting and are rarely contentious. 

BVPI 178 (or Ease of Use) surveys (on behalf of HCC Countryside Services) 

Further twice-yearly parish surveys have been completed by the majority of Hampshire 
Ramblers groups.  The series continues the previous detailed methodology with its path-by-
path documentation, including the submission of individual path problem reports by way of 
HCC’s online Definitive Map.  

The Path FAIL rate in the November 2014 survey (8 parishes) was 28%; in the May 2015 
survey (10 parishes) the failure rate was 26%.  The average result, over 15 series of surveys 
and 160 parishes over the last 8 years is 30% FAIL.  

Problems with signage account for approximately 50% of the failures.  During more recent 
surveys many surveyors have been authorised to correct waymarking problems.  This 
approach is beginning to be reflected in an improvement in this area.  Failed stiles (12%) and 
general obstructions (20%) make up the majority of the remaining problems. 

Significant Problems 

The prioritisation of major path problems, reported as ‘Significant’, includes legal, potential-legal 
and documented problem-history parameters.  These problems are progressed at FPAWE 
meetings.  HCC recognise the need for an accelerated resolution process in these cases.   

GROUP TOTAL 

     

ALTON 237 

ANDOVER 177 

MEON 340 

NEW FOREST 505 

N.E. HANTS 253 

PORTSMOUTH 261 

ROMSEY 214 

SOUTHAMPTON 377 

S.E. HANTS 445 

WINCHESTER 541 

WALTHAM 183 

EASTLEIGH 233 

NORTH HAMPSHIRE DOWNS 258 

HAMPSHIRE 20s 30s 125 

HAMPSHIRE 40+ 181 

Others 69 

  

AREA 4398 
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Countryside Access Management System (CAMS)  

HCC Countryside Service is installing a new CAMS computer system (used by many local 
authorities) to manage its rights of way network.  This is an online map-based system, enabling 
users to ‘click’ on a map of the network in order to report problems.  It is also planned to use 
the system to keep track of all path ‘furniture’ (gates, stiles, fingerposts etc etc) so that the 
inventory of all these items can be properly managed.  At the moment HCC have no 
comprehensive picture of this furniture inventory and are hoping that our path surveys and 
other activities will help them to get the inventory up-to-date.  The proposed involvement of 
Footpath Secretaries throughout Hampshire is significant.  Trial-implementation is imminent.  

Volunteer Activities 

During the year there has been increased involvement of Ramblers volunteer working parties 
with path clearance activities, in addition to the ongoing work involving formal path surveys, 
waymarking and the stiles-to-gates programme.  These initiatives are promoted at FPAWE 
meetings and the recording of volunteer hours is now being established on a regular basis. 
Volunteer hours recorded from just 6 groups in the July to September quarter of 2015 totalled 
440 hours.  This figure should increase as other groups’ data is recorded.  The value of this 
considerable volume of activity is recognised by HCC. 

Pathwatch 

This Ramblers Central Office initiative has been actively promoted and is aimed at greater 
involvement in surveying our paths by all Ramblers members and the general public over all 
areas of the country.  The view of the majority of Hampshire-based Ramblers Footpath 
Secretaries is that our own extensive, comprehensive reporting approach, intimately involved 
with HCC, provides thorough objective path-problem details and formal, BVPI-178 reports.  
This will not be matched by the majority of ‘basic’ members responding, with a wide variation in 
reporting standards.  

HCC have indicated that they will only directly address problems from Pathwatch associated 

with bridges because of the potential safety issues.  They do not have the resources to spend 
more time analysing the data. 

Pathwatch data sent to local footpath secretaries is very time-consuming to interpret because 

of the unhelpful format of the data.  Our experience with what we have analysed so far confirms 
our expectation that we (and HCC) already know about almost all of the problems being 
reported. 

Coastal Access 

At the start of October Natural England will be formally starting work on implementing Coastal 
Access along the Hampshire coastline.  This initiative, which was established by the Marine & 
Coastal Access Act in 2009, will establish a continuous walking route around the whole of the 
English coastline.  Natural England has significant powers available to them to put this into 
place. 

Early stages of the work involve consultation with all interested parties, including the Ramblers. 
Hampshire Footpath Secretaries and Access Officers from groups with coastal parishes who 
spent half a day in July with Ramblers Central Office staff being briefed about the provisions of 
the scheme.  Following that we have spent a very useful working session with the newly 
established NE team in Winchester, studying some stretches of the coast in great detail.  They 
are very interested in our views and expressed a desire to walk a number of sections of the 
route with our officers in order to better understand the issues. 

The project is due to be complete by 2020. 

Railway Crossing 

Network Rail is promoting extinguishment of level crossings in Hampshire, spurred on by 
substantial specific funding from Government agencies.  One such proposal, the proposed 
extinguishment of part of Buriton footpath 3 has generated a great deal of local attention, both 
for and against the closure.  Footpath secretaries are attempting to take a responsible position 
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on each individual case based on its merits.  We took a position of ‘no objection’ in the case of 
Buriton FP3, based on the safety issues identified, and the availability of a reasonable 
alternative bridge nearby.  

Hampshire Countryside Access Forum 

A significant piece of work undertaken by the Access Forum has been to contribute to the 
review and update of the county’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP).  

A working party identified the the ‘top 3’ issues to be addressed as   a) maintenance of the 
existing network of RoWs;   b) the connectivity of the existing network (or the lack of it!);   and 
c) getting landowners more involved by reaching a better mutual understanding of each others’ 
issues. 

Walking Environment Matters  

In the last year attention has been focussed on proposals for 2 large wind farms, one at 
Bullington Cross, between Winchester and Andover and the other offshore at Navitus Bay.  In 
the event neither of these schemes received planning permission. 

There have been a number of applications for solar farms in the county, most have been non-
contentious.  Where appropriate the local group Walking Environment officers have negotiated 
suitable rights of way changes.  

New Forest National Park      Ruth Croker (Chairman, New Forest LAF) 

1. The support received by the LAF has been much improved this year.  

2. The LAF has been involved in the development of a new Management Plan for the National 
Park.  

3. The development of a Recreation Management Strategy is progressing very slowly. There 
are now both Strategy and Advisory Groups.  I am representing walking on the Advisory 
Group. 

4. Share The Road, also known as Give Each Other Breathing Space, is an initiative aiming to 
modify the behaviour / encourage the considerate use of all roads, paths and tracks in the 
New Forest.  A LAF sub-group have been involved in this project, particularly in deciding the 
content of a short film /video.  

5. The LAF has been involved in the Countryside Access Plan review. 

6. Consultations on Cycling and Walking Strategies have been responded to.  

Cycling within the New Forest continues to be a contentious issue.  

 
South Downs National Park       Owen Plunkett 

The South Downs National Park reached its 5th birthday at the beginning of April.  Ramblers in 
Hampshire and Sussex marked the occasion with an event in Midhurst and the surrounding 
area.  This began at the National Park Centre in Midhurst with presentations by Margaret 
Paren, Chair of the National Park Authority and Kate Ashbrook, the President of Ramblers.  
Margaret Paren spoke about the achievements of the last 5 years and the plans for the future.  
Kate Ashbrook explained that more funds are needed and the access to many parts of the 
Downs must be improved.  When Access Land was designated, the wrong criteria for downland 
was applied and as a result only a small amount was chosen. 

Following these talks a 7 mile walk was led by Jasper and George Stride within the Western 
Weald, a beautiful area that was almost excluded from the National Park.  Following a picnic 
lunch the walkers returned to the Centre for tea and a celebratory drink.  They were also given 
the opportunity to see the excellent displays in the Centre. 

Kate Ashbrook, president of the Ramblers, warmly congratulated the South Downs National 
Park on its fifth birthday.  This was the culmination of a long campaign and the value of the 
designation can already be seen.  However, she said, we must not be complacent as there is 
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still much to be done.   We must campaign to join up the isolated spots of land where the public 
has access so that everyone can enjoy the beautiful South Downs landscapes to the full.  The 
next government must recognise that putting money into the National Parks is an investment 
because they help to provide clean water and clean air, and health and happiness to the 
population.  We are backing the Campaign for National Parks' Stop the Cuts Campaign, 

making it clear that national parks provide top value for money. 

Thanks are due to the Sussex Area who gave some financial support. 

Park Protector Award 2015 launched 

The SDNPA are looking for heritage lovers, environmental groups and conservationists to enter 
projects for the annual Park Protector Award, which has been launched this month with support 
from the Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust and Western Power Distribution.  The £2,000 
award is open to groups or individuals who are delivering projects, campaigns or activities in 
one or more of the 13 National Parks in England and Wales.  Entries, which should reach the 
SDNPA by the 17 July deadline, should either conserve or contribute to the biodiversity of an 
area, restore the natural or built heritage or successfully protect a region. For more information 
go to the the SDNP website. 

PUBLICITY         Owen Plunkett 

This year the Ramblers have been celebrating 80 years of existence and successful campaigning.  There 
is a great deal to be proud in our achievements and I am disappointed we haven’t done anything much to 
mark the occasion in Hampshire.  My own group, SE Hants are at least putting on a Powerpoint 
presentation by Margaret Mathieson on the History of the Ramblers at their AGM. 

I did manage to get a two-page spread in the Portsmouth News to cover the 80 years of the Ramblers. 
Our chairman, David Nichols, myself and Andy Nash from the 20/30s Group were all interviewed at some 
length.  While there was good coverage of our walks, the value for physical and mental health and our 
social activities, there was disappointingly very little on our campaigning and our many achievements.  
The success of our footpath work, the creation of National Parks and the Right to Roam were not 
covered or barely mentioned. 

A joint Area/SE Hants group display at the Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre, East Meon 
in May attracted a good deal of attention. 

REPORTS FROM GROUPS 

Groups were asked to report on their activities during the year, particularly on recruitment, 
promotion of walking, footpaths, access and walking environment, and any campaigns they had 
undertaken.   

Alton group 

Membership 

This year there has been little change to final net membership numbers which was a welcome 
change from the year before.  There had been a marked drop in the number of walkers during 
the winter but following an advertising campaign in the spring things picked up.  141 led walks 
set off during the year and by the summer they were well attended.  We are still short of leaders 
but we now run a training program. 

Footpaths 

It is encouraging to see a new enthusiasm for footpath work leading to 100 hours of footpath 
clearance in the summer, which will be followed by a program of ‘stiles to gates’ in the winter. 
We are also filling the gaps that we have with our parish wardens and footpath surveys. 

Activities  

During May 2015 we were asked to lead two walks for the Alton Walking Festival and both 
were well attended.  In the summer our friends at Walking for Health hosted a map reading 
course.  One of our members gave the lecture and it was followed up by a 4 mile walk with a 
quiz.  This all went very well and resulted in half a dozen new leaders for our group.  
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It was suggested that we might benefit from organising a first aid course and we discovered 
that by joining the local Sports Council the cost would be halved and include the use of a venue 
belonging to another club.  16 of our members attended the course and they all feel qualified to 
deal with minor emergencies and CPR. 

Website 

Having rebuilt our website from scratch last year we set about instructing the group how to 
insert walks on Ramblers Walks Manager.  This process is now complete and our program is 
back to normal thanks to our website officer. 

Recreation 

Some of the group went on a successful Ramblers Holiday to Cumbria in September and 
during the year a very fine set of social activities was organised.  At the annual barbecue a 
glass was raised to celebrate 80 years of rambling.  28 members attended the AGM plus all of 
the committee. 

Andover group 

Walks  

Another good mix of walks over the last 12 months.  All well attended, covering the local 
countryside as well nearby counties, including a hearty walk along the cliffs and footpaths of 
Swanage.  A June week in the Lake District went very well with approximately 35 members 
taking part.  A well-organised week with three walks per day to suit all levels of fitness and with 
experienced guiding.    

Hellvellyn was on the list again with several members climbing for the first time.  A summer 
weekend in Dorset and an autumn weekend on Exmoor were both successful with good 
attendance.  As with last year, our Wednesday evening remains extremely popular, averaging 
around 25-30 members and some guests.   

Several of the walks were rounded off with a pub stop.  A cheerful Christmas Day walk around 
the local area was attended by seven members;  

Rights of Way.  

There has been a particular emphasis on footpath work during this year, with 466 man hours 
recorded by volunteers.  We have volunteer wardens to cover all parishes and a total of 484 
paths have been inspected, with 121 faults reported to HCC (12 resolved by HCC).  In addition, 
our footpath volunteers have cleared 12 blocked footpaths, erected 5 finger posts and put up 
38 waymarks.  We have participated in both BVPI surveys during the year.  The group has 
used some of its funds to provide equipment to the footpath volunteers (see general comments 
below).  All planning proposals affecting rights of way in our area have been reviewed, with 
comments made as appropriate. 

Publicity and Recruiting  

We have lost several members and our numbers are now 179, but paradoxically our group 
seems to have strengthened, possibly due to losing members who did not walk regularly, if at 
all, and the expiry of gift vouchers possibly of those members who were not particularly 
interested in walking.  A publicity drive is still progressing very well and has attracted several 
new walkers. 

Newsletter 

Our excellent Editor has resigned but we are fortunate to have recruited another member who 
is more than willing to take over.  No problems with distribution and we have plenty of 
contributors. 

Social  News  

In April, a walk around the local area, followed by a delicious roast lunch cooked by two 
members, was very much appreciated.  Attendees numbered 35; there would have been 
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another eight but for pre-booked holidays.  A skittles evening last October at a local pub went 
well.  A dinner at a hotel in Keswick to mark the end of a brilliant week’s walking in the Lake 
District was enjoyed by all.  A Skittles evening is planned for October 2015. 

General Comments 

A good AGM with 29 members attending followed a walk and hot lunch on 8 November 2014.  
We have made changes to our Committee as a result of the 2014 AGM in the roles of 
Chairman, Wednesday Walks Coordinator,  Weekend Walks Coordinator. Membership 
Secretary, Newsletter Editor and Footpath Secretary. 

Walking Environment. 

Our coffers have taken a battering over the last few months due to the necessary spending on 
equipment for vital footpath work.  This equipment was necessary and has already reaped 
rewards.  More spending is  needed on safety equipment to continue the good work. Careful 
financial planning will be required over the next few months. 

Eastleigh group 

General 

We are very fortunate to have a committed team on the committee who bring their individual 
skills to bear and provide support in the variety of demands made in running a successful 
walking group.  Our Rambles Secretary ensures the programme is full.  In order to do this there 
is always a certain amount of badgering.  The members usually respond and we have had very 
few weekends when neither day has had a walk on.  

In the past year we have lost a few and gained a few members, so the number of members in 
the group has remained relatively steady at around 230.  We have been fortunate in gaining 
some new walk leaders with the added benefit that this brings in introducing different walks.  

We used to share alternate Wednesday walks with Bishop’s Waltham group but the 
arrangement ceased this year.  Waltham group now put a walk on their programme every 
Wednesday and Eastleigh has mainly concentrated on weekends.  

Long Distance Paths covered during the year have included The Shakespeare Way, which is 
on-going, and the completion of The Coast to Coast in May when eleven members travelled to 
Kirkby Stephen.  The final stages took us ten days walking to Robin Hood’s Bay. 

Our annual Christmas lunch last year was at The Fox and Hounds, Fair Oak.  Such events 
allow not-so-active members the opportunity to catch up with old friends.  The group has 
regular dinner club dates throughout the year.  Existing members who had joined the group 26 
years ago were invited to the 26th AGM last November for celebration refreshments after the 
meeting.   

Our Facebook page continues to offer glimpses into the group’s activities with stories and 
photos to amuse and inform.  We have appointed a Ramblers Website Co-ordinator to keep 
abreast of new innovations, which is proving very useful in making sure we take full advantage 
of the facilities this affords to promote ourselves.  As finance allows we are getting involved in 
footpath repair and upgrades.  Set dates for this are being built into the walks programme at a 
hoped-for rate of one a month.  However this is dependent on getting the necessary 
permissions and the good-will of volunteers.  We have installed some new steps and a kissing 
gate at Hatch Grange, West End, and cleared undergrowth from several footpaths around the 
Borough. 

We held our second Eastleigh Festival of Walks in August with walks within the Borough.  
These attracted in excess of 20 walkers on the fine days, of which there were several.  Only 
two were totally rained off.  As a result we have had several new members and raised 
awareness of the Ramblers within the Borough.  The plan is to repeat the Festival next year, 
with some changes yet to be finalised. 
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Finance 

During the year our finances have continued in a fairly predictable manner. Our largest routine 
expense continues to be the cost of postage of our programme and newsletter and we 
encourage members to use electronic methods. 

Two notable points this year have been, firstly, the financing of publicity for the Eastleigh 
Ramblers Festival of Walks in August but, more importantly, the commencement of practical 
Footpath work.  The latter has seen the expenditure of nearly £700 on equipment including 
waymarks and signs to publicise our work.  We hope these will last us for several years! 

Footpath Matters 

Eastleigh Borough Council does not have an adopted Local Plan giving policies that define 
where development should take place although one is in the early stages of preparation for the 
period 2011-2036.  Central Government is imposing a requirement that there be a five percent 
supply of sites for housing development with planning permission plus a 20% buffer to guard 
against any shortfall otherwise the presumption is in favour of development.  The number of 
houses required would be between 15,500 and 17,000 during that period which requires in the 
region of 122 acres of development sites.  The past year has been spent speaking with 
developers and responding to consultations about how sites are to be developed with the 
aspiration of achieving either the retention of the Borough’s rights of way or their replacement 
with new networks within the schemes.  It is already clear that roughly 10% of the paths in the 
Borough will be affected and in the next few years there will be substantial number of 
alterations to the current network as well as a considerable number of temporary closures 
whilst sites are developed. 

Meon group 

Our AGM in November 2014 was well attended with 45 present.  We elected a full set of officers and 3 
committee members.  The committee met 3 times during the year.   

Our membership remains at a net total of 340.  The Group continues to offer 3 walks on almost every 
Sunday throughout the year (lengths vary between 5 and 16 miles); there have been 143 Sunday walks 
over the past 12 months with an average attendance over these 3 Sunday walks of 38, slightly less than 
in the previous 12 months.  A small programme of mid-week walks is offered.  We continued with our 
coach-assisted walks, completing The Three Castles Path by The Castle in Winchester in September.   

A continuing concern is the small number of members who are willing to lead walks.  3 half-day map 
reading sessions have been run.   

Footpaths:  our Footpath Secretary has surveyed 2 parishes.  Overall the ROW in these parishes, as 
elsewhere in our area, are in a reasonable state.  2 gates have been installed near the shore in 
Portchester on the Alan King Way.  These were paid for by the HROWIT.   

Environment and countryside:  the outline plan for the new settlement of Welborne north of the M27 
around Knowle has been approved although many issues including transport links and infrastructure 
have still to be resolved.  Further housing development across our area is likely and will affect some 
open countryside.  The route of the Stubbington by-pass has been published showing surface crossings 
for rights of way.   Coastal erosion affected parts of the Solent shore path east of Warsash.     

The Group’s finances are sound.  Finances have been boosted through well attended social activities 
throughout the year, by contributions from the Walking Partnership and a continuing advertisement in our 
newsletter placed by Ramblers Holidays.  Our newsletter printing costs have been kept down and most 
newsletters are hand-delivered.   

NE Hants group 

We continued to offer a wide variety of walks throughout the year covering every weekend 
along with evening walks over the summer months.  There were also two long distance walks 
offered this year - the St Swithins Way using public transport and the Shipwright’s Way which 
proved popular and a sense of achievement by people who completed them.  The annual 
Christmas walk and lunch attracted over 55 people which goes to show just how popular this 
event has become.  Our ridge walking group organised weekends away in the Lake District, 
North Wales and Brecon.  Our annual October Weekend was held in Newquay and was 
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attended by a record number or 46 people who enjoyed some excellent coastal walking along 
with one walk on Bodmin Moor.  One of our members, Ken Baker, celebrated his 80th Birthday 
by completing a walk over 13 high passes in Switzerland carrying his own personal kit (reduced 
to 9kg) over 150 miles of walking in 15 days along with making use of the local transport buses, 
trains, gondolas and cable cars to complete the 220 mile crossing.  Ken was accompanied by 
another member of the group, David Connell, on the Alpines Passes route.  Congratulations to 
Ken for this fine achievement we look forward to seeing what he has planned for his 85 th 
birthday.  

On the Social front we held a skittles night in March, followed by our annual slide show and 
social evening in April and a quiz night in September which were all well attended and enjoyed 
by everyone.  On the footpath front we know have a full complement of Parish Representatives 
who have been looking after all of the footpaths within their respective areas of responsibility.  
During this year we have also tried a number of initiatives to attract new members to try and 
stem the declining numbers.  This involved members putting out leaflets and small A4 posters 
with the group’s contact details in libraries, doctor’s and dentist’s surgeries.  It appears to have 
had some success as we have managed to maintain our membership numbers throughout the 
year.  We look forward to hosting the Hampshire AGM in February 2016 and welcoming all 
those of you that plan to attend.  You will be well looked after so don’t miss out on this event.  

New Forest group 

We have had a full programme of Walks and Social Events throughout the year, and have 
recently contributed to the New Forest Walking Festival.  This will hopefully bring in some new 
members. 

Julian Lewis, our New Forest East MP, joined us on the evening pub walk during our 
Anniversary celebration last year, and following on from this Julian invited us to a tour of the 
Palace of Westminster and to attend a session of the House of Commons in July. 

The Group arranges Group Holidays.  This year’s was to the Lake District and next year’s is to 
Kingham in the Cotswolds. 

The social events throughout the year have included the Christmas Lunch, New Year’s Dinner, 
Brewery Visit, Quiz Night and a number of special walks. 

We organised a Map & Compass Training Day in March which has resulted in some new Walks 
Leaders and hopefully some more of the attendees will volunteer to lead some walks.  We offer 
help to new Walks Leaders if they want it. 

Although the Group has taken the decision not to take part in the New Forest Show because if 
the significantly increased costs we have taken part in a number of local events. 

An item of great importance to the Group is the Coastal Path.  Natural England has appointed a 
team to implement the Calshot to Christchurch section of the England Coastal Path by 2018.  
New Forest Group Committee Members Peter Scott and Mike Butler are actively involved in 
this.  Although the Government is still committed to the Coastal Path there is concern about 
funding.  We have written to our MP Julian Lewis about this and he has passed our concerns 
on to the Chancellor of the Exchequer.   

A new committee member has taken on the task of putting together a Library of Walks, which 
we hope will be of help to new Walks Leaders.  This will include contacting some of our long 
serving Walks Leaders, particularly those who are unable to lead anymore, to get details of 
their Walks. 

North Hampshire Downs group 

General 

The last year has seen many things happening with the Ramblers, and our group is no 
exception: volunteers working to install gates, clear vegetation, the Big Pathwatch, enjoying 
walking in our beautiful countryside, social events, newsletters and a website update. 
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The AGM was well supported by 30 members and 3 new members were welcomed to the 
committee. 

Walks 

The walks programme has gone from strength to strength and we regularly have at least 25 
walkers on a Tuesday and a core of 15 on Saturdays.  40 walks are now on the NHDG website 
that can be downloaded in GPX file format. 

Membership 

Our membership remains constant with 258 members with different members contributing in a 
variety of ways. 

Social 

There are several social events over the course of the year open to all members: Christmas 
Lunch, Grand Picnic and a Ramble 'n' Roast.  The men organise a 'boys lunch' which takes 
place every 3 months and this year the ladies organised a walk followed by a cream tea.   

Walks Environment 

In this area most of the planning applications are new-build or amended-build with some 
retrospective applications too.  The new-builds are proposed for Bramley, Park Prewett, 
Kempshott, Chineham and Overton with a bio-digester plant at Andover.  Notable applications 
that were rejected are the wind turbine project at Bullington and a gypsy site at Sherfield-on-
Loddon.  

Footpath & Access 

This group works alongside Hampshire County Council Countryside Team on the second 
Thursday of every month.  This year the group has cleared vegetation, put in sleeper bridges, 
extended a short section of boardwalk, dug holes to install signs, recently installed over 6 
gates, re-opened a bridge on the Brenda Parker Way and carried out two Best-Value-
Performance-Indicator (BVPI) surveys - in all a very busy but successful year. 

Communication 

A newsletter is added to the website three times a year.  The website has been updated with 
new pictures and there is a page with the walk details in GPX format.  Three times a year an 
article is written to publicise our group and this is put in local magazines. 

Portsmouth group 

Many members of other groups and members of the public pick up walks from the internet and 
Walksfinder in particular.  The website has been much upgraded in the light of recent changes 
at Hampshire CC and the current walks programme is linked to Walksfinder with the 
appropriate maps and everyone should know where the group is walking on any particular day.  
Car sharing is still a problem and a source of concern for trying to accommodate non-car 
owners, and whilst many walkers still go direct, we try to encourage people to come to Cosham 
Railway Station, which is easily reached by public transport, and car share.  This does create 
its own set of problems as often the drivers seemingly have little knowledge of the walk start 
locations and require careful instructions for getting to them. 

Once again, as in previous years, the shorter walks held on a Saturday morning are the most 
popular as many people can usually manage 5-6 miles, but as an experiment once a month a 
“five miles and under” walk has been put into the programme which has also proved popular.  
The full-day walks on Sundays have seen an increase in committed members who wish to walk 
faster and longer, and the numbers are rising.  Many of these members have enjoyed more 
challenging walks by train over several stages on Saturdays during the summer months.  As 
always our thanks are due to the walk leaders who have experienced problems themselves 
through injury, but we have managed to lead the walks as advertised. 

Our London walks have continued at two a year and this year involved going to Battersea park, 
returning through Chelsea, and humour was very present as a group of naked cyclists rode into 
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view, thankfully on the other side of the road.  We returned to Waterloo station.  The Autumn 
walk was from Wimbledon Common to Richmond Park and was described by Walk London as 
the finest walk in London. 

Once again members of the group have been able to enjoy the Annual Meal in March with a 
walk beforehand, a skittles evening at Stubbington, and a Christmas Dinner at Chimes which 
were both much enjoyed.  Future events for next year are expected. 

Romsey group 

Promoting walking:  The Romsey Group had offered 141 walks during the year with a total of 

14580 miles walked compared to 138 and 14627 last year.  Overall the figures are very similar 
to last year but the mileage is a bit lower because we are seeing more people on the short 
Saturday walks.  We continue to be limited by the number of leaders.  We have been 
expanding the number of leaders for the short Saturday walks by producing an encapsulated 
map and instruction sheet for a walk and then "inviting” members to lead the walk.  

Membership Recruitment and Publicity:  Membership has dropped by 2 (1%) over the year 

but we are still getting new members joining on a regular basis.  Hits on our website are well 
down on the year, some of which is due to technical problems but it is also probably because 
people are now using the Ramblers Walk Finder directly.  Non-Romsey member often come on 
walks they find on Walks Finder. 

Footpath work:  Group footpath volunteers have had another very successful.  Group 

volunteers spent 249 hours on vegetation clearance, fitting kissing gates and erecting finger 
posts and 62 hours on BVPI surveys and site meetings.  BVPI surveys were carried out in East 
Tytherley and East Dean.  Results of the Ramblers Pathwatch for our area of Hampshire are 
being checked to see which coincide with known problems.  The route of the Keble Way has 
been surveyed and the route has been agreed with parties concerned.  Eastleigh council were 
particularly helpful.  The route is now to be waymarked.  Reorganization of HCC has caused 
disruption to a number of jobs but contact has now been established with the new managers. 

Countryside matters:  The work in replying to Planning Consultations and checking planning 
applications has not diminished and is regularly dealt with.  One area of concern is the many 
Polytunnels planning applications.  Our view until recently was that a farmer has the right to 
earn a living, and providing a RoW is not affected we have no grounds to object.  However the 
density of these Polytunnels in our patch has increased the farm traffic on often narrow roads 
and tracks which we use between RoWs.  Our view may well change.  

SE Hants group 

Walks programme. 

This year’s walk programme included 280 walks led by 56 leaders – a welcome increase in the 
number of leaders.  Our distribution secretary has reduced the number of programmes being 
posted to 91 out of 348 deliveries to households.  76 are sent by email and 190 by hand-
delivery.  This reduces our printing and postage costs by over £500 per year.  

Membership 

Group membership fell rather alarmingly by 28 to 445.  In fact we lost 51 members (11% of the 
total), but gained 23 members.  In an attempt to boost membership we have had Ramblers 
stands at the Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre, East Meon (this one jointly with Area) and 
at the Denmead and Emsworth village shows.  We have also publicised our short Saturday 
walks to a number of local Walking for Health groups.  In the coming year we will put on a 
number of displays in local libraries. 

Footpath clearance activities 

This year, from April to September, volunteers have spent about 130 hours clearing vegetation 
from overgrown footpaths.  We have purchased a set of tools for this work.  In some cases we 
have been given tasks by HCC, in others we have responded to problems reported by leaders 
on recces or walks. 
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Footpath surveys etc 

Footpaths in the parishes of Hawkley (18%) and Headley (21%) were surveyed using the BVPI 
178 methodology – the figures in brackets give the percentage of failed paths.  About 2/3 fail 
because of inadequate signage.  Our Footpath Secretary has placed waymarks to reduce the 
fail rate.  All 16 parishes in the Central East Hants area have now been surveyed by our group 
– these are not ‘our’ parishes, but they are not covered by other Ramblers groups.  Some 
originally had exceptionally high failed rates.  The average fail rate for these parishes is now 
35%, which is, in fact, an improvement.  35 footpath problem reports have been made to HCC 
and WSCC. 

Our Footpath Secretary has been closely monitoring the effect on the footpath network of the 
West-of-Waterlooville Major Development Area and has made appropriate representations and 
recommendations to the authorities involved. 

Coastal Access 

The group has been preparing for coastal access work in 2016 for the section from Farlington 
Marshes to Emsworth.  This includes the east coast of Hayling Island, which has long been 
difficult for coastal walking in Hampshire. 

Social activities 

Social activities during the year have been get-togethers at a local pub, Christmas meals, 
Mince Pie walks followed by food and drink and a quiz and our annual coach trip, this year to 
Gloucester.  The AGM is now a significant social event, with soup and cakes provided for 
members after Sunday morning walks. 

Southampton group 

The regular walks programme has again been very well supported by leaders and members. 

239 walks have been offered.  The coach trip series was to complete 3 stages of the Blackmore 

Vale Trail, from Blandford to Minterne Magna.  There was good weather for all 3 stages and 

sufficient support to almost break even. The last 3 stages will be in the spring 2016 programme. 

In August, more than 40 people joined a coach trip to Lacock.  The weather was not so good 

but most participated in 1 of the 2 walks on offer, although a few did spend the day in the 

National Trust village.  A similar event will be organised in 2016.  In September a Sunday walk 

on the Isle of Wight utilised the paddle steamer “The Waverley” for the return trip from 

Southampton to Yarmouth – an interesting and enjoyable day out. 

The number of members receiving the Programme/Newsletter/HR by e-mail is creeping up. 

Most new members elect for this option.  Most of the hard copies are delivered by hand, thanks 

to a good network of volunteers, keeping postage costs to a minimum.  Advertising revenue 

from Ramblers Worldwide Holidays and HF Holidays continues to make a contribution towards 

printing costs.  The Group received £350 from The Walking Partnership, which is supported by 

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays and provides direct funding to groups. 

There was a marginal increase in membership during the year. The main focus for publicity 

continues to be the libraries.  Monthly A4 “What’s on” posters are displayed in most of the 

Southampton libraries.  Recruitment leaflets are on display in the central library and many of 

the local libraries.  

Southampton Definitive Map.  Since completing Bassett ward in 2009 there has been no 

further progress on the Definitive Map.  

Parish Path Surveys.  The group participates in the parish path surveys organised by 

Hampshire CC to BVPI 178 specifications.   
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Waltham group 

Promoting Walking.    Walks were advertised in all the parish magazines published in the 
Waltham group area as well as on Walksfinder.   

Membership.    This was a good year for recruitment.  Numbers overall increased by 16 and 

new members regularly join group walks.  A rough register of who attended showed that 46% of 
group members had been on a group led walk at least once in the last year. There were 2262 
attendances at walks, an increase of over 200 on the previous year.  Social events are well 
attended and included a very successful trip to Devon. 

Footpath Work.    Our Footpath Wardens continued their good work of inspecting paths and 
waymarking where required.  BVPI surveys were undertaken for Curdridge and Upham. 
Results showed improvement from the previous surveys.  A group of volunteer members, 
helped by Hampshire County Council wardens, replaced eight stiles with gates, six in Curdridge 
and two on part of the Allan King Way within Waltham Group's area.  This year also saw the 
group perform clearance work on five footpaths within their area. 

Access.    All 558 planning applications in our 11 parishes were examined online and 27 were 
investigated further for impact on rights of way. 

Winchester group 

 Winchester Ramblers group kept itself in the public eye with entries in the Hampshire 
Chronicle, hosting walks for the Festival of Winter Walks, and maintaining our website and 
Facebook page. 

 The Committee met five times during the past year. 

 We maintained membership numbers despite a loss of 55 members.  New members joined 
steadily throughout the year closing at 541 compared with 558 members at the beginning. 

 This year there were 350 walks in our walks programme, most ranging from 3 to 11 miles, 
occasionally more, and our annual 26-mile marathon. 

Footpath and Access 

 One initiative that HCC have taken to help to mitigate the reduction in their workforce is to 
try to get other organisations to volunteer to help them.  The targets have primarily been 
the parish councils and user groups such as ourselves. 

 The Winchester group established a team to work in partnership with HCC, purchased a 
petrol Brushcutter, and started clearing paths of overgrown vegetation. 

 Winchester continued to support the ‘Stiles to Gates’ programme and identified a dozen or 
so stiles to replace (in the Itchen Valley) but have found that whilst installing the gates is 
relatively easy, administration, particularly with landowners is very time-consuming. 

 We maintained our long-standing programme of parish path surveys, and path way-
marking where appropriate.  This year we completed surveys of 11 of our 30 parishes. The 
results this year continue to reflect a fairly static situation, with 75% of paths being 
problem-free.  The percentage of paths surveyed this year that are totally impossible to use 
is just 2%. (That’s just 6 paths with a total length of 3.5k). 

Walking Environment  

 Local planning applications are considered weekly with emphasis on the location and 
nature of the application and likely effect on the countryside.  Formal responses have been 
submitted in respect of those near to or affecting footpaths within our area. 

 The group continued to meet representatives of the City Council and developer reviewing 
detailed plans for the Barton Farm development, with particular attention to pedestrian and 
cycle routes, connections with the right-of-way network and linking open spaces. 
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Hampshire 20s30s group 

2014/15 has been another good year for the group. 

 Membership has been steady – currently 125. 

 Over 70 walks, including 4 walks specifically targeted at new members.  There was also a 

cycle ride, an orienteering event and a walk leader training session. 

 4 trips away: New Year in the New Forest and weekends in Dorset, Wiltshire and 

Snowdonia. 

 Regular social events including a Christmas meal, a BBQ, music events, dances and more. 

 

Turnout on walks has varied but 10-15 is typical, and thanks to several new leaders we have 
continued to be able to put on walks most weekends.  The website continues to be the main 
way by which new members find us, and we also make good use of our Facebook page, which 
now has nearly 400 members. 

A positive sign for the future is that we have gained several younger members who are also 
getting involved in the running of the group.  However, in terms of attracting and retaining 
members we clearly face substantial competition from other organisations (eg Meetup groups). 
A key challenge for next year is to consider the best way of responding to this. 

Hampshire 40+ group 

The Group has continued to grow in the past year by close to 10% in terms of affiliated 
members, of which there are now more than 180.  

Most weekends there are two walks, one each day.  In the summer months there were also 
evening walks.  Attendance, particularly at weekends, has been good, often exceeding 20 
walkers. 

About 15 members stayed for a week in a house in Harlech and enjoyed some challenging 
mountain walking, including Snowdonia and the Rhinogs, led by a trained mountain walk 
leader. 

Another trip, with self-booked accommodation, happened in early October to Exmoor, with a 
walk around Dunkery Beacon and part of the South West Coast path. 

Post walk pub trips are always popular for Group members, although stand-alone socials have 
generally been successful.  The pre-Christmas 2014 party at St Mary’s Stadium was enjoyed 
by 30 members, and 40 are expected to attend the pre-Christmas 2015 event in Alresford. 

In the past year the Group has struggled with its website as few suitably skilled volunteers are 
available. However, some progress has been made with a basic site to attract interest, with an 
additional list of walks on the Ramblers website and a popular Facebook page. 
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